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https://hiddentruthsproject.com/

About Hidden Truths Project

Mission

To raise awareness about the pervasiveness of epilepsy and
other hidden disabilities, and to improve the well-being

of those affected—through art, storytelling, and inclusive
community engagement.

Founded by Dr. Julie Thompson-Dobkin in 2012, Hidden
Truths Project (HTP) was born from a simple but powerful
idea: that art can illuminate what medicine alone cannot.
Today, our exhibits, workshops, and film series serve as a
platform for dialogue and empowerment. We've partnered
with artists from six continents, raised over $750,000, and
inspired thousands—both on-site and online.
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Why It Matte rs Vincent Buckinsky

Epilepsy affects over 3.4 million Americans, more than Parkinson’s, multiple
sclerosis, and cerebral palsy combined. Yet it remains among the most
misunderstood and stigmatized neurological conditions. By supporting Hidden
Truths Project, you champion a vital narrative shift—one that replaces silence with
visibility, isolation with connection, and stigma with understanding.

Benefit to your organization: Reinforces corporate social responsibility,
supports internal and external storytelling, and showcases real-world impact
of your partnership in advancing epilepsy awareness and wellness through the
arts. Collectively, we can amplify the voices of those affected and shed light
on the human experience behind the science!

Your support fuels: 1:26 The Art of py
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- Artistic empowerment of people living with epilepsy. e e

+ Public awareness through visually and emotionally
resonant experiences.

- Dialogue between healthcare providers, advocates,
and community members.

“Photography helps me see the world—and life with epilepsy—
more deeply. At first glance, a rose is simply beautiful, but when
you look closer, you see its intricate details. Living with epilepsy
is similar: it changes us, but when you look beyond the surface,
there’s richness, resilience, and complexity.”

— Kaitlyn Keely, Chicago, “1:26 Art of Epilepsy” Artist
(photo from the 2024 Artist Talk)

Cover art: Heather Cappadonia, “1:26 Art of Epilepsy” Artist
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Abby Normal: A Musical
about Epilepsy

“1:26 The Art of Epilepsy”

+ Hidden Truths Project has experienced remarkable growth
pvoiuundlmP
since its first gallery show in 2012, which featured just g oo
6-7 artist reproductions. Today, our exhibits average \35%‘3},‘55

50-60 participating artists, representing 14 countries g
across six continents and communities throughout the U.S.

Film
Documentary
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- ":26 The Art of Epilepsy” started with one annual exhibit and
expanded to three annually. In addition to the gallery exhibits,
we have installed small exhibits at national epilepsy and
pharmaceutical conventions, and the imaging center in
Southern California.

Perfectly Imperfect:
- Art Exhibit event turnout has grown by 85%, underscoring The Janet Lee Story
the rising resonance of our work. February 4,2026

Mindfulness-Based Art Workshops

+ We currently offer quarterly online workshops and are expanding
our reach in 2026 with additional in-person sessions in Chicago,
San Francisco, Florida and Boston. These new workshops will be held
in coordination with exhibits, conventions and expos, extending
our impact and engagement with the community.

Advocat

Quarterly Arts & Healing Forums Featuring Guy W Stoker, Hslcan 21

December 11,2025 10:30 am PST * Online

Register at hiddentruthsproject.com

- “If Not Us, Then Who?" at inception included a film series branching
into health and well-being forums addressing, mindfulness and
meditation, therapeutic photography, creative growth in the

o neurodivergent population, and writing workshops.
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Amid an evolving advocacy landscape, Hidden Truths Project has deepened
strategic partnerships with aligned organizations, broadening our reach
and enhancing our impact across the epilepsy community. Through these
alliances, 2024-2026 have marked exponential growth in our ability to
promote a holistic model of care that prioritizes emotional well-being,
creative expression, and community support. With shared values guiding
our efforts, HTP's collaborations are shaping new pathways to improved
quality of life for individuals living with epilepsy and their families—

and your organization's support plays a vital role in accelerating this
transformative progress.




Make an impact. Inspire healing. Promote creativity.

By becoming a sponsor, you're not just funding an event or
a workshop—you're fostering healing, creativity, and advocacy
that makes a difference in the lives of people living with epilepsy.

Arts & Healing Scholarship Program = Mindful Art Workshops &

As a $5,000 Scholarship Sponsor, you directly Educational Forums

fund five $1,000 scholarships for U.S. high school We invite visionary corporate sponsors to support
seniors and adults living with epilepsy. Your our Mindful Art Workshops & Educational Forums
support empowers aspiring artists, healthcare at the $5,000 level. This powerful partnership
professionals, and advocates, equipping them aligns your organization with a transformative
with the resources to pursue their passions while initiative, offering both profound impact and
advancing epilepsy awareness. meaningful brand exposure.

Fuel Education: Your contribution helps Our acclaimed “If Not Us, Then Who?” film series

recipients cover tuition, books, and and forums, and workshops spark meaningful

essential academic expenses. conversations about the psychosocial impact

Champion Advocacy: Scholarship winners of epilepsy—fostering healing, creativity, and

are dedicated to raising awareness and empowerment.

breaking the stigma around epilepsy. The 2026 programs and workshops:

Harness Healing Through the Arts: The
scholarships highlight the transformative
power of artistic expression in improving
quality of life for those with epilepsy.

As a $5,000 Scholarship Sponsor, you
will receive:

Recognition on the Hidden Truths Project
website, social media, and newsletters.

* Your logo featured in promotional materials

and program communications.

+ Acknowledgment on all press release
announcements of the awarded recipients.

Art above: Tanya Bhatia, “1:26 Art of Epilepsy” Artist

- “Perfectly Imperfect: The Janet Lee Story”

documentary—celebrating our differences.

Origami Sculpture Workshop—an expressive,
hands-on creative experience.

Digital Collaging—exploring perspective and
connection through art.
Epilepsy Foundation Greater Chicago: The

Power of Community:1in 26 Mural Project
collaboration.

As a $5,000 Workshop or Forum Sponsor,
you will receive:

Logo placement on event materials, social
media, and program announcements.

Featured recognition on the Hidden
Truths Project website.

Public recognition and acknowledgment
during panels and presentations.



Join Us in Shaping a Brighter Future!

— Visit hiddentruthsproject.com
Email: info@hiddentruthsproject.com

“The Art of Epilepsy” National Exhibit Series

Join us in supporting “The Art of Epilepsy,” a powerful national art exhibit showcasing

the extraordinary creativity of individuals living with epilepsy.

Sponsorship Levels & Benefits

Visionary of Change | Premier Sponsor | $25,000
Exclusive branding as the Presenting Sponsor across all materials.
Featured logo on event signage, website, press releases,
and digital promotions.
- VIP networking reception with patients, caregivers, and
medical professionals.

Recognition in keynote speeches, live exhibits, and featured panels.

Exclusive opportunity to address attendees at a premier event.
+ 20 complimentary VIP invitations.

IWluminator of Voices | Platinum Sponsor | $15,000
Prominent logo placement across event materials.
Recognition on Hidden Truths Project’s digital platforms.

Sponsorship of a panel discussion featuring epilepsy advocates,
artists, and medical experts.

15 complimentary VIP invitations.

Canvas of Empowerment | Gold Sponsor | $10,000
Logo inclusion in event programs and promotional content.
Recognition during panel discussions and virtual workshops.
10 complimentary VIP invitations.

Palette of Advocacy | Silver Sponsor | $5,000

Logo inclusion on event materials and social media acknowledgments.

“My art reflects my exhaustion
and frustration. The frustration
of constantly going through
seizures each time and not
getting a break.”

— Hannah Ruark, Chicago,
2025 “1:26 Art of Epilepsy”
Artist (photo from the 2024
Artist Talk)

Sponsorship of a featured artist's work with a branded display card at the exhibit.

5 complimentary VIP invitations.

Brushstroke of Awareness | Bronze Sponsor | $2,500

Name/logo recognition on event programs and the Hidden Truths Project website.

Social media acknowledgment during event promotions.
+ 2 complimentary VIP invitations.


mailto:info%40hiddentruthsproject.com?subject=HTP%20Corporate%20Sponsor%20Interest

Like-minded Partners

Corporate Sponsors & Supporters

Biohaven Neurelis
Eisai SK Life Science

Jazz Pharmaceuticals Sumitomo Pharma

Lundbeck UCB

Marinus

Organizational Supporting Partners

The Anita Kaufmann Foundation
The Arts of Life

The Allergan Foundation

The Charlie Foundation

Child Neurology Foundation

Children’s Hospital of Orange County
(CHOCQ)

Citizen's United for Research in
Epilepsy (CURE)

Persatuan Epilepsi Malaysia
Jamaican Epilepsy Association
National Epilepsy Foundation
Epilepsy Foundation-New England

Epilepsy Foundation of Northern
California

Epilepsy Foundation-Orange County
Epilepsy Foundation of Uganda
Epilepsy Society of the UK

“I am a warrior and champion

"

in the ‘Olympics of Life.

Upsher-Smith

— Rose Roger, 2025 Workshop
Participant. Partnership workshop
with Epilepsy Foundation of Chicago.

EpiARTS, Zimbabwe

Fodada

Henry's Heroes

Hundley Foundation

Jondo

Pickup Family Neuroscience Institute (HOAG)
Mar de Somnis, Spain

Memorial Care

National Institutes of Health

Orange County Arts & Culture

Orange County Arts & Disability
Symphonie Academy of Music, Malaysia
University of California, Irvine

UCSF: Benioff Children’s Hospital

The Vikings

Worthy Beyond Purpose

Young Adults with Epilepsy



Dr. Julie Thompson-Dobkin, President | Co-founder
Clinical and Academic Neurologist

Heidi Meireles, Vice-President & COO | Co-founder
Nonprofit Development & Engagement Consultant

Lance Dumas, Treasurer
Founding, Managing Partner, and Investment Representative,
Cornerstone Financial Advisers

Steve Kahanic, Secretary, Community Outreach
KMPG Management Consultant (retired); Advisory Board of
OC Chapter of the Epilepsy Foundation

Dr. lan Bone

Neurologist (retired) and Honorary Senior Research Fellow,
University of Glasgow School of Cardiovascular

& Metabolic Health

Kuno Chiteji

Entrepreneur, Healthcare, Technology, & International
Art Trade

Beth Ruark
Epilepsy Advocate & Volunteer Educator with the Epilepsy
Foundation of Greater Chicago

Teresa Prego
Chief Executive Officer, EpiWatch

Kathleen Kearns
Founder, Kearns Design Group

Hope Manzaneres
Non-Profit Professional Strategist; Major Gifts Officer & Mentor

Linda Sudlesky
Senior Instructional Designer, University of Massachusetts
Boston

Adin Dobkin
Writer & Journalist

For more detailed bios visit “Our Team”
at hiddentruthsproject.com

126 The Art of Epilepsy EXhibIts N

“After a successful temporal
lobectomy, | woke up to a world

I didn't recognize.”

Sarah’s art explores post-traumatic
growth—the positive change and
challenges that can follow years of
seizures, surgery, or the weight of
appearing “‘normal.”

— Sarah Brown, Euclid, Ohio
2025 “1:26 Art of Epilepsy” Artist
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“It's [son’s epilepsyl got our family
not knowing whether we are coming
or going most of the time. So, if that
is where | find myself at the moment;
I will just paint the epilepsy even

if I don’t want to. Even when the
answers don't match the questions.
Even when | can’t run anywhere,
especially away. Even when the
finish lines are moving faster than
my feet. But we keep on.”

— Heather Cappadonia,
Hamlin, New York,
2025 “1:26 Art of Epilepsy” Artist


https://hiddentruthsproject.com/about-us/team/
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HIOPEN
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Dr. Julie Thompson-Dobkin

President | Co-founder
Jthompsondobkin@hiddentruthsproject.com
Cell (903) 949-3206

Heidi Meireles

Vice-President | Co-founder & COO
hmeireles@hiddentruthsproject.com
Cell (909) 240-2553

Steve Kahanic

Secretary | Community Relations
skahanic@outlook.com

Cell (562) 822-3140

www.hiddentruthsproject.com

Art (border): Rainbow-Wolf Sabin, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 031926
2025 “1:26 Art of Epilepsy” Artist




